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The prohibition against hearing music outlasts sutaka:
sometimes the mourners decline to hear it till two months
have passed, occasionally even for six, if the man who died
was" quite young.1
On the tenth day every member of the family bathes in the
house, the men have their moustaches shaved off, the women
wash their hair, all the garments that have been worn during
sutaka are washed, and the floor and walls of the house are
re-plastered with cow-dung. After all this has been done,
though some sutaka still remains, outsiders can now touch
the mourners and can sit on the same carpet with them, but -
on the morning of the eleventh day they bathe again, and
after that day any defilement that remains is chiefly connected
with food.
There is another very important aspect of the defilement
that we should notice. The sutaka has not only affected
material things, but has rendered the mourners ceremonially
impure, and so not only unfit to worship, but also unfit to
keep their tutelary god in their house.
On the day of the death some friend of the family, who is
himself unaffected by Sutaka, comes to the house to fetch the
idol, bareheaded, dressed only in silk loin-cloth and scarf
of ceremony, and.wearing sandals of wood, not leathern shoes.
This man carries the idol, probably the phallic emblem of
Siva (aTmga with a silver serpent coiled round it arranged on-
a tiny silver throne), and before him goes another friend of
the family similarly dressed, sprinkling water on the road to
purify it before the passage of the god.
On the eleventh day, when the sutaka is lightened, the
members of the family can go into the empty room where the
god is usually kept, to worship their Ista Deva (tutelary deity);
but the idol itself should not be brought back till the twelfth
x Recently State mourning was proclaimed in one of the native States in'
Kathiawar, and while every man had to shave his moustache, and no
woman was allowed to wear a bright sari, or to fetch water from the well
in a copper or brass vessel for ten days, no music at all was allowed for
three months.
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